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The 2018 International DX Convention at Visalia 


} 697TH ANN IUAL 
INTERNATIONALIDN CONVENTION 
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April 20,21,22 


Everything is set! Are you? It is going to be a 
great one and you should not miss it! Here are 
some of the drawing prize donors 
_ ARRL, Andress Technologies, Bioenno Power, 
aga Comet, Daily DX, DX Engineering, DX Store, 
Elecraft, Gifts4Hams, Giga Parts, Flex Radio, P 
Ham Radio Deluxe, Ham Radio Outlet, Heil Sound, Hi-Tech Liquidators, Icom, Impulse ° 
Electronics, LUSO Towers, M’? Antennas, Mastrant Antenna Guying, MFJ, N3ZN Keys, gi \ 
Next Generation Antennas, Nifty Accessories, NovexComm, Palomar Engineering, 
PhotoQSLs, Q.R.Zed Engraving. Radio Sport Headsets, RF-KIT, SteppIR Antennas, 
Tote-A-Lee Yours, US Tower, Wired Communications, Yaesu 


Programs 


Banquet: Kosovo Z60A - Jim Fenstermaker, K9JW 
Breakfast: Mellish Reef VK9MA - Robert Fanfant, N7QT 


DX Forum - Wayne Mills, N7NG 
Contest Forum - Scott Wright, KOMD 
Ham Forum - Mark Weiss, K6FG 
YL Forum - Gayle Olson, K6GO 


Friday 
RFI Solutions - Bob Brehm, AK6R 
Using WSPRLite for Comparing HF Antenna Performance - Bill Mader, K8TE 
High Performance Receive Antennas for 160 & 80 - Tim Duffy, K3LR 
Remote Access to your station: Latest developments - Mark Aaker, KEUFO 
Learning Morse Code “after puberty”- Bob Carter, WR7Q 
APRS and Satellites/Space Station - Robert McHale, KE6BLR 


Saturday 
Radiosport 2.0 - Lightning Ideas and Views - Ward Silver, NOAX 
DXpeditions Old School - Don Miller, W9WNV 
Getting to 3000 on the DXCC Challenge - Ned Stearns, AA7A 
Remote Operation with SMARTLINK - Dr. Howard White, KY6LA 
9MOW Spratly Island - Dave Jorgensen, WD5COV 
The Very Early Days of MFJ - Martin F Jue, KSFLU 
Grounding and Bonding - Ward Silver, NOAX 
The ET3AA Story - Ken Claerbout, K4ZW 
Vietnam War US Army Hams - Dennis Vernacchia, N6KI 
Saint Martin and Sunspots - John Sweeney, K9EL “= 
6060 Somalia - Adrian Ciuperca, KO8SCA : XQ 
YY = i} Amateur Radio Diplomacy - Paul Ewing, N6PSE oe 
"5 SYA The Deleted Entities Chase, Part 2 - Jim McCook, W6YA 6060 ~ 
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2018 From the Desk of the President 
Board of Directors Mel Hughes, K6SY 
President 
Mel Hughes K6SY We | hope you are all ready for the 2018 International DX Convention. The Convention 
always serves a dual purpose for us. Doris grew up on her parent’s vineyard between 
Vice President Visalia and Fresno, just outside the City of Reedley where they raised table grapes, and 


Kris Jacob KC6TOD __-:YFapes for the wine and the raisin industries. We come a day or two early and stay over a 
day or two so she can visit her sister and other relatives. Sort of killing two birds with one 


Treasurer stone. 
gery Pewlne K6QY Everyone on this year’s Convention Planning Team has been working really hard getting 
all the details set in place. 
Secretary 
Clay Davis SEQs Marilyn, KJ6YL, has one again lined up a spectacular Saturday tour and event for those 
nee that want something else to do on Saturday besides look at new radios and listen to the 
Irector 


various presentations. They'll travel by luxury coach and the day will feature a stop at 

Barry Fitchew N6VOH \ooney Park, an organ concert by Bob Heil, K9EID, at the restored Visalia Fox Theater, 
and lunch at the trendy Café 225 in downtown Visalia. 

Director 

Jerry Robinson K6AV_ Bill Kendrick, N6RV, has put together a magnificent program for us. The Saturday Ban- 
quet will feature Jim Fenstermaker, K9JF, Martti Laine, OH2BH, and Vjollca Caka, Z61VB 

Director (Past President) with details of the recent operation from The Republic of Kosovo. 

Doug Dowds W6HB 
The Sunday Breakfast will feature Robert Fanfant, N7QT providing details on the VK9OMA 

APPOINTEES Mellish Reef operation. 


Repeater Chair Additionally, Bill has taken on the duties of organizing and printing the Convention Booklet. 
Chip Angle N6CA It looks great! | don’t know where he finds the time. Our Co-Chairs are Cathy, K6VC, who 


is handling Vendors and Prizes and Kris, KC6TOD, who is in charge of on-line Convention 


Nawelettar Editor Registration and the Convention treasures. Chip, K7JA, will handle the Emcee duties. 


Seer ener: Tom, N6JOJ, and his team are handling the prize room. Tom, K6BV, is handling the On- 


site Registration and Registration handouts. Don, NK6A, is in charge of A/V. Once again, 
: George, N6VNI, has arranged for the Convention Shirts and is leading the Raffle Ticket 
Jim Shryne N6DHZ sales. Bill, N6MXU, is coordinating this year’s Special Event Station, K6V. Joe, K5KT, is 
coordinating rooms for our foreign visitors and Don, N6IC, is heading up the annual Golf 
tournament. Darryl, K7UT, and John, N6QQ, will be handling DX Card Checking. 


Webmaster 


There is also a large group of support volunteers standing by to assist wherever needed. 


The Banquet Seating team is in charge of Saturday Banquet table assignments for on-line 
early table assignments and at the Convention Site. All the best seats are going fast. If 
you haven't yet asked for banquet seating on-line go the Convention web site, 
www.dxconvention.ord and follow the instructions for banquet seating. If you wait until you 
get to Visalia you could end up sitting in the last row to tables. There are only 608 seats 
available. Don’t be left out. 


See you in Visalia. 
73, 


Mel — K6SY 
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VP Notes 
Kris Jacob, KC6TOD 


Greetings to All, 


Our guest speaker for our March 8th, Don Miller W9WNV was a tremendous success . Don had so many 
interesting experiences to share with our group and | know everyone enjoyed themselves. George and | 
took him home and enjoyed more of his great experiences. 


Now.. The best is yet to come, the International DX Convention in Visalia, April 20th — 22nd at the Visalia 
Convention Center. ... Registrations are rolling in. As of 3/26/2018, we are over 525 signed up for the 
convention. Bill Kendrick N6RV has lined up great speakers for the daytime programs. The prizes will be 
fantastic.... If you have not signed up there is plenty of time. 


On Saturday, April 21st at 11:30 am Bob Heil K9EID will be playing the Historic organ at the Fox Theatre 
in Visalia, it is part of the ladies tour but invitations are open to all to hear Bob play at this historic venue, | 
for one have one of his CD’s from his early days in playing the organ absolutely wonderful... The Fox 
Theatre is within walking distance from the Convention Center... so take a moment and go listen to Bob. 
Then you can return to the convention center for a BBQ lunch and the ladies will move on to their lunch- 
eon which Marilyn K6YL. 


Mark your calendars, our annual picnic will be Sunday, June 10th, 2018 at Woodley Park. This year is 
the SCDXC’s year to host the annual Summer Bash on Sunday, August 12th , it will be at our home 
KC6TOD & N6VNI! Our Christmas/Chanukah Party will be held on Sunday, December 16th at the Reef 
Restaurant. More details to come.... 


Please note your calendar for all these events, we, as your board, have tried to plan in advance for all our 
special occasions. If you have any suggestions for guest speakers, please let me know! 


73 and Good Dxing! 


Kris Jacob 
KC6TOD 
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Rumors on the Band 


Well, last month was a doozey! Did you catch all the DXpeditions on all the bands and modes. Get ready 
to do it again! It seems like propagation ignores the solar cycle. Keep an eye out for St. Brandon, Burkina 
Faso, and Kosovo! 


Start End 
Call Date Date Information 


<a re] nw [oe Se 
= 388MM Pee ___DL6UAA 40 --10m CW Digital 


Wake Island KH9/N7NVK | eee N7NVK QRP 


| | | 
T2AT 15-Apr 3D2AG HF+6m CW SSB Digital 


East Kiribati T32AZ 17-Apr | 24-Apr a... ee 
YJOAG 17-Apr | 29-Apr VK5GR 80-10m SSB Digital 


AI5P NOKV W0ZA WDOE FJ/AI5P & FJ/NOKV 80-10m CW SSB 
18-Apr | 27-Apr RTTY 


| 22-Apr | 25-Apr DL2GAC VE3LYC 40-17m CW SSB 
C96RRC | 29-Apr | 3-May_ R7AL RA1ZZ RZ3K RK8A 40-10m CW SSB Digital 


April Calendar 


April 7 SP DX Contest 

April 7 EA RTTY Contest 

April 14 JIDX CW Contest 

April 14 OK/OM DX Contest, SSB 
April 19 2018 IDXC Visalia!!! 
April 20 Holyland DX Contest 
April 21 YU DX Contest 

April 21 CQMM DX Contest 

April 28 SP DX RTTY Contest 
April 28 Helvetia Contest 


For more contest Info see: http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestcal.html 


April 2018 
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DX Standings 


Wouldn't you know it! Just 
as soon as the standings 
are updated a new entity 
shows up. With the conven- 
tion work and the newslet- 
ter you will not be seeing 
the update anytime soon, 
maybe June. Actually if the 
ARRL does not update their 
standings we cannot either. 


Red represents members 
who have all current entities 
(#1 Honor Roll) 


Blue Represents members 
who have 330 entities or 
above (Honor Roll). 


Black is everyone else. 


Send any updates to: 


N6RV@SCDXC.org 


SCDXC WAZ and DXCC 
Standings 


The first WAZ column is the con- 
firmed zone count on 10 bands 
160 - 6 (less 60 meters). The 
second column is the regular 
5BWAZ confirmed count. The 
following are the codes that fol- 
low the two columns and indicate 
the awards: 


M Mixed 
P Phone 
Cc CW 

R RTTY 
5 5 Band 


The first DXCC column is the 
confirmed entity count with de- 
leted countries. The second col- 
umn is the confirmed current en- 
tity count. The third column is the 
challenge slots. 


The members highlighted in Red 
are at the top of the Honor Roll. 
Those in Blue are on the Honor 
Roll 


DXCC Total Current Slots DXCC Total Current Slots 378 / 200 M/5 
Koni! | 320 | 1808 |~xere | 365/198 | M/P/C/RI5 
axe ov | __T'wasvei 
clin wsDx_ | 357/200 | M5 
ae pois fo |_| eursa [367/200 [ws 
ON4UN | 314 | 202 | 1583_|Neaw | 355/200 
K6EXO Pata [a2 [nsec | sasr200f 
NEUG K6YRA | 337/200 P/5 
K6YUI 365 307 300 | | woer | 248/200 
pueze | 365_| 339 | | NKeA | 303 | 207 | 957 | Neou | 220/200] ms _| 
nsec | 360 | 330 | 2202 | nepnz | 202 | 290 | 1008 | wevx | ss2/iof  _| 
KesmF | 360 | 337 | | neuoz | 260 | 280 | | Kecxo | ass/to8| wm _| 
went | 358 | 309 | | Tea | 279 | 277 | 1099 | weenz | sa7/to7| 
wesk | 358 | 330 | 2622 | waswxo | 274 | 272 | | smsemz| 345/196 
naxx | 358 | 30 | (| Krmy | 267 | 265 | 001 | nomxu | t55/193[ 
waewzo|_ss7_| 330 | | Keve | 2590 | 256 | | KaPLF [ov] | 
Kors | 356 | 330 | 2747 | nowt | 257 | 257 | 1071 | Nerv | 302/187 | mipic_| 
Kerd | 356 | 339 | [| wepoe | 244 | 242 | 1005 | Kcex | 204/187 
Kroc | 355 | 338 | 1990 | Kas | 243 | 241 | | Neaa | 325/186 | MPIC | 
KeGxo | 355 | 339 | 2639 | Nevon | 243 | 247 | | Keud | 914/186 
nerv | 355 | 338 | 2050 | Koss | 242 | 240 | | wevoo | 308/185 | wiPicis | 
ward | 354 | 337 | | ween | 236 | 209 | 656 |KHODxim| 210/184 [| 
K5kT | 354 | 339 | ~~ | K6sEY | 234 230 | |_KHemB | 304/179] 5 
weou| 354 | 335 | wae | KeRD | 233 | 230 | | Kook | zseva7a[ | 
Neaq | 353 337 | 2206 | N6HE | 228 195 636 |_Kesy_ | 246/173] Pi 
wera! | 353 | 337 | | _Noaa | 222 | oie | | wezet | 2a7/i7a {we 
waDx [ase [90 [aso [eae [210 [a [| Key [zetia __ 
werk | 350 | 330 | 1911 | Kepoy | 204 | 201 | saa | ADOKQ | 2z6/1c4{ 
wevx | 349 | 339 | 2772 | xxersa_| 202 | 200 | 149 | NeoHz | 214/10] P| 
xcex | 349 | s28 | 1995 | wexc | 201 | 200 | or} Kok | tovva77{ om 
wevoo| 30 | 338 |__| nepzx | 201 | ton |__| -W80R | 227/150{ _| 
weenz | 348 | 338 | 2003 | wovea | 105 | 193 | | NK®A | 152/152 | ws _| 
neuc [| 348 | 330 | 2280 | nesv | 103 | 193 | cos WeNRa | te0/147 | we 
work | s4a_| 330 | 1622 | Keau | 14] 6 | 157 A008] 152/136 |__| 
wows [see [336 | 2016 | xeecio | rer | 10a] WORD SSL we 
aisz [oe [sa | 2166 [wre | v66 [162 [bop Pasar | ap 
NGIC 347 | 336 | ~~ | Nnepm =| 464 163 455 

kono [47 [200 | 2586 | anevx | 155 [vas [aso BSESYE Tee/to} Pp 
wasvel| 347 | 339 | 2738 | ~WeEA | 152_ | 149 [Nene | 130/138 | 
ney | 345 | 337_| 2443 | weoe | 149 | 149 | 224 |wase | 102/112) 
smscmz| 344 | 333 | 2275 | apoa | 141 | 139 | Feira | tssst02 | 
KeLPO | 344 | 330 | 1236 | NeDBF_ | 134 | 134 Keve | 96/ 96] P| 
NePE | 344 | 331_| 1697 | NeRU | 127_| 261__|"weea | 92) e6 |! 
NePEQ | 343 | 336 | 1908 | Kepsw | 122 | | sd -neuc | 7s) 78] | 
K7ACZ | sd xacttv | ez) o7| 
KM6HB | 341 | 334 _| 1800 | KeMKL | 115 _ | a es a 
wer. | 339 | 334 | 1120 | kasd | 107 _| | sd Nerry | 74) oa] 
wesw | 338 | 330 | 551 | NeLL_ | 105 | a ee ee 
wezpL | _338_| 335 | —|_K6BBC_ | 103 _| | | wenck | 407 40] P| 
N6XT 337_ | 330 | | NGHD | 101 | skew 40/ 40 MIP 
K2IXQ | 336 «| 331 | 1728 | | nae. | 100 | Ye K6YR 39/ 39 

KeRO | 336 | 334 | 1531 | K7LA | 100 | ae ieee ep 
KeSY a a 
K@OK Pes | neawo] | 
NEAX ro6 | newc | —*|_wiric_| 
wer | 327 | 322 | 1405 | wz | 36 | [2 |xeexrv{ | Pp | 
KeJW T[ woes | ow 
aacpwl 326 | sz | 12] | | r[ kero | | c 


SCDXC Southern California Members Standings 2018 
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2018 Get Schroeder Contest 


201 7 Get Schinaedet Leaders 4s 
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SCDXC Get Schroeder Standings 2018 
Rank Call 160 80 60 40 30 20 17 15 12 10 6 
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Chart Legend 


White / Green Entity Worked This Year by a Member 
Black / White Very, eAve Entity Not Yet wiprhed 


Rarely Active ENty. ue Yet Worked 
Deleted Entity 


MS ceo 


ES/N 
E5/S 


PJ7 
PY T30 


PYOF 


PZ T5 
KH6 OJ0 R1F 7 


EA6 FM 


FG 


March was another month that did not fail to bring a smile 
to the face of many DXers! 3C, 3C0, 5W, 9MO, CEOY, C3, 
CN, D4, H40, TJ, TN, TY, TR, Z6, not to mention two SSB 
contests full of the usual suspects! What more could you 
ask for except, maybe, P5! 


Grant it, the conditions have not been all that great but if 
you looked on any band almost at any time there were at 
least two good size pile ups working two very rare entities. 
Is that enough to wet your whistle? 


The SCDXC leader, N6WS, is at 28 on the Global ClubLog 
leader board, with 200 worked. It seems a little off but 
these are challenging times. Kent, N6WT, is on vacation 
and frozen at 184. Jim, W6OU is rapidly climbing and will 
overtake Kent while he is in New Orleans enjoying a mint 
julep or a beignet. The rest of the pack is pretty stagnant. | 
guess some early morning openings and late nights burn- 
ing the midnight oil are in order. Remember the conditions 
are terrible after June and do not return until late in Sep- 
tember. That is why we do antenna work in the summer! 


In summary SCDXC has worked 222 entities while 
ClubLog in general worked 253 entities. SCDXC has no 
entities worked that ClubLog leaders have not. The con- 
verse is 31. 


We now have 14 members who worked DXCC this year 
and in the first three months we are at 80% of the entities 
worked by SCDXC last year. In spite of poor conditions 
there is still DX to work and some of it is new. 


31 Countries Worked by ClubLog but not SCDXC 


3V 5U = ON EK FP $2 T32 YJ 
AJ 8Q A3 ET FS ST _ VQ9 Z8 
4U1ITU 8R AP EX HBO SU YA _ ZS8 
5A 9L E4 EY RIF T2 YI 


17 Countries added to SCDXC Total in March 


1S A5 H40 TJ Z2 
3C A6 KHO TN 
3C0 A9 PJ5 XF4 

40 D2 T7 XX9 
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The Spratly Islands 


Last month a DXpedition to Swallow Reef in the Spratly Archipelago 

wrapped up its operation. Thinking of the South China Sea brings memo- | 
ries of a desolate region where Chinese pirates in their junks roamed 

freely, liberating merchant ships of their goods, wealth, and lives. Today 

that is hardly the case. It is an area that is very much in dispute and rapidly 
being developed and raided by a different pirate. 


ls 


The Spratly Islands are a group of islands, and reefs in the South China 
Sea. The group lies off the coasts of the Philippines, Malaysia, and Viet- 
nam. There is evidence that this region has been disputed by neighboring 
nations almost since the beginning of written history. The islands are 
named after the 19th-century British whaling captain Richard Spratly who 
sighted Spratly Island, the largest island which is located in the southern 
region in 1843. The group contains less than 490 acres of naturally occur- 
ring dry land over the 164,000 square mile expanse. 


The Spratlys are also located in one of the world’s most strategic shipping 
lanes. Nearly 75% of the worlds goods pass through this region, more than 
$5 Trillion yearly. There are no indigenous inhabitants however many na- 
tions fish this rich region which is also rich in oil and minerals. For this rea- 
son, the region is claimed by several nations including China (PRC), Philip- . YDON 
pines, Malaysia, Brunei, Vietnam, and Taiwan (ROC). Around 45 islands, Grins ~—Mataysia Viemam = Brune’ Phnlppines Tawar 


cays, reefs and shoals contain structures that are occupied by military PORN Yona aay = i ae ge a y 
forces from Malaysia, Taiwan (ROC), China (PRC), the Philippines and = | st hike. 3 
. : . : ek: 2 ae Ce eiberrand 1 pee = 4 
Vietnam. All claim them as exclusive economic zones. China includes = (PEON ol G0 
Scarborough Reef (Shoal) as part of the Spratlys. SH ee Me yeas ’ 
Islands in Order of Area ; ‘wy se 
Area Reclaimed ate 
Island name Country (Acres) (Acres) : * 
1|Itu Aba Island Taiwan (Taiping Island) Tizard Bank ‘ yan 7e 
2|Thitu Island Philippines (Pagasa Island) Thitu Reefs <a 
3|West York Island Philippines (Likas Island) West York Island “4 pee’) & 
4| Spratly Island Vietnam (Truong Sa Island) Spratly Island ‘ | ye “! i ~~ a 
5|Northeast Cay Philippines (Parola Island) North Danger Reef ; —— oilShippinglanes * Ss Vas Kh, Faia 
6|Southwest Cay Vietnam (Song Ttr Tay Island) _|North Danger Reef : : —— StringofPearis = wR? AI 
7|Sin Cowe Island Vietnam (Sinh Ton Island) Union Banks Smt TS f~ 
8|Nanshan Island Philippines (Lawak Island) Nanshan Group 
9|Sand Cay Vietnam (Son Ca Island) Tizard Bank Cay 
10|Loaita Island Philippines (Kota Island) Loaita Bank 
11|Swallow Reef Malaysia (Layang-Layang Reef) |Swallow Reef 
12|Namyit Island Vietnam (Nam Yet Island) Tizard Bank : Ml = Vietnam West York 
13|Amboyna Cay Vietnam (An Bang Island) Amboyna Cay ; = China ey sland Flat 
14|Grierson Reef Vietnam Union Banks : [= Taiven ° . wis Island 
15|West London Reef [Vietnam London Reefs i >> = Philippinas Loaita Nan. , , *—Lankiam Cay . 
16|Central London Reef | Vietnam London Reefs i lem = Malaysia Sand Cay. Loaita Island 
17|Flat Island Philippines (Patag Island) Nanshan Group : = itu Aba : newt 
Lankiam Cay Philippines (Panata Island) Loaita Bank F = . = - Island 
Tr © * = inhabited ae 
Sin Cowe-*"> Mischief * 
Fiery Cross island ** Reet ff 
° : 
In addition to the naturally occurring land masses China has turned several ‘ = : ° 
rocks and reefs into large bases adding 3500 more acres to the dry land = How 
mass. These bases include large military and radar facilities. China claims oe? Alson™ 5 “ Moon * 
they are enhanced search and rescue facilities and admit they can be used Ba f Reef : oe 
for military purposes. In fact nothing can pass through the region without 7 real 
being detected by their advanced RADAR system. They also have Close in oo se 
Weapons Systems that can hit any target. Again, they claim it is their right sans = 
to do what they please in their “own” territory. An international tribunal es- sath 2 ee ae 
0 * 100 m 


tablished that the region is the sole possession of The Philippines. = 


SCDXC Newsletter April 2018 


S out h NORTH DANGER 
REEF i 
Northeast Cay. viel 
Southwest Cay ae 
South Reet" Lys 
China Sandy Cay 
THITU REEFS o> 
Thitu 
island 
Loaita Nan . 4 
Lap Mischief Reef 
Subi Reef S 2a Loaita Island —* *—~La IADR AAS 
Sand Cay pare 
(PRC) 4 fta Aba Island pr, 
i TIZARD BANK —— — 
L ‘& Reef 
Discovery Great Reef . Namyit jalan Chigua ReeD wock Ree ‘ 
- Sin Cowe East 1. . 0 


es Reef 
LONDON REEFS 


Sin Cowe Island—@ ~~" “UmjBN REEFS CH Mischiet Ree?> 
Fiery Cross Collins Reet ai afisdawne Reef 
Reef ~ (Johnson Reef North) ; a 
Duval - ohnson Ree : 
Gicaee irs 
Gang J aia, a i 
* By hii 


Central Reef Pearson 
. 


Reet 
a? - 
> Cuarteron Tee 
West = C eu) Alison '  %¥ Cornwallis 
Reef Reef Reef 


South Reef 


Stag Show! 


INVESTIGATOR 
Owen Shoat Barque 8 SHOAL , 
Canada Reef £ Erica Reef — -, RSS 
Amboyna Cay Mariveles % 


ymbay Reef _ 


Chinas reclamation is actually creation of landmasses that previously did not exist. They have populated these areas with mili- 
tary personnel, landing strips, radar systems, and anti-aircraft / anti-missile system. They are strategically located and can 
cover the whole region with a defensive grid, removing any threat that approaches the region. The size of the two larger con- 
structions rival Pearl Harbor and the Washington D.C. in area. Notice that the area created by China is greater than 7.5 times 
the naturally occurring landmass in the Spratlys. Excellent images of the construction can be found at: 


1| Mischief Reef Tizard Bank 


| 1 

| 4 
| 5) 
| 6 
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Da 
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Itu Aba, Taiping Dao (Taiwan, ROC) 

The largest naturally occurring island in the Spratlys, Itu Aba is a 110 
acre elliptical shaped rock .9 miles long by .25 miles wide. The name 
means “What’s That?” in Malaysian or it may have been named after 
the two handmaidens, Tu and Ba of the French Indochina explorer who 
discovered the island. After World War Il the name changed to Taiping © 
or Taiping Dao which in Chinese means Peace Island. The Japanese 
occupiers called it Nagashima meaning Long Island. Finally the Viet- 
namese call it Dao Ba Binh meaning Calm Wave. 

The term rock is an official one which infers that there is officially no 
territorial claim to the waters surrounding Itu Aba. The region has been 
a Chinese fishery for centuries. China asserted claim over the region in 
the late 1800’s after France attempted to incorporate it into French 
Indo-China. When Japan invaded China France again claimed the is- i ITU ABA (Malaysia) 
land as well as others. This was protested by both China and Japan. 
After World War II Nationalist China sent four warships to the region to 
reclaim the islands. The island is named after one of these ships. Interestingly enough three other islands in the Paracel Group 
and Spratlys were named after the remaining ships. A protest was levied in 1952 by the Nationalist Chinese to counter the in- 
trusion of a Philippine civilian who began mining sulphur. A permanent Marine detachment was placed on the island in 1956. 
In 2000 the Marine detachment was replaced by a ROC Coast Guard unit and the construction of the Taiping airport was com- 
pleted in 2007. Later a Marine detachment was again assigned, the airstrip was extended 1600 feet and a dock was con- 
structed. The island is stocked every 20 to 30 days by a ship from Taiwan. The contested region was determined to be the pos- 
session of the Philippines by an International Arbitration Court. China and the ROC do not recognize this claim. A few amateur 
radio DXpeditions were planned for this island. None of them came to fruition. 


Thitu Island 

Thitu Island is the second largest of the naturally occurring islands in the 
§) Spratlys. It is administered by the Philippines and is the largest island in 
=) the group occupied by that country. There were no large settlements 
until 1956 when a Filipino lawyer laid claim on part of the Spratlys as his 
own and named it Free Territory of Freedomland. The island has been 
occupied by Philippines since 1970. It is fortified and held by 40 soldiers. 
It is also used as an airbase which regularly patrols their interests in the 
region. The island is also home to 300 civilians. There are plans to turn 
the island into an ecotourism zone. Upgrades to the airstrip, the addition 
of a port and a desalinization plant is included in the plan. 


West York Island 
West York Island is the second largest island administered by the Philip- 
pines. It is a sanctuary for giant turtles and has a military contingent residing 
there. Plans are in the works to populate the island with civilians, adding an 
airstrip, and dock. 


Spratly Island 
Spratly Island is the fourth largest in the region. It is occupied by Vietnam 


and is classified as a commune level town and it oversees Amboyna Cay 

and Barque Canada Reef. The Vietnamese have reclaimed 37 acres dou- 
bling its size. This reclamation also included two large harbors. There is a 
4000-foot runway on the southeast side of the island. 
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Northeast Cay 
Northeast Cay is the fifth largest naturally occurring island in the Spratlys. It is 


occupied by the Philippines and is 1.75 miles from the Vietnamese occupied 
Southeast Cay. It became a possession of France, occupied by Japan in WWII, 
transferred to South Vietnam in 1956 along with Southeast Cay. In 1968 Philip- 
pine troops took over the island and continue to occupy it today. There are very 
few structures on the island. 


Southwest Cay 
Located on the northwestern edge of the archipelago 


Southwest Cay is the sixth largest naturally occur- 
ring island in the group and the second largest occu- 
pied by the Vietnamese. It was once a bird breeding 
ground and source of guano. France also took pos- 
session of this island in 1933. It was occupied by 
Japan in WWII and in 1956 was transferred to South 
Vietnam. It was occupied by The Philippines in 1968. 
An interesting story surrounds the reoccupation by 
South Vietnam in 1975. The Filipino soldiers guard- 
ing the cay left to attend the base commander's 
birthday party on Northeast Cay. It appears that 
South Vietnamese officials shipped in “escorts” for 
the part and looking at the conditions of these out- 
posts they were more than happy to attend. Upon 
m returning the next day they found South Vietnamese 
soldiers on the island. Not wanting to upset the bal- 
ance in the Vietnam war ,the Philippines acquiesced. Ironically later that year the same South Vietnamese soldiers swam 1.7 
miles to Northeast Cay seeking asylum from the Peoples Army of Vietnam after South Vietnam fell. 


Amboyna Cay 
Though not one of the main Islands in the Spratlys Am- 


boyna Cay, a Vietnamese occupied Island, has a storied 
past. In 1979 a DXpedition of 6 hams including by Bob 
Schneck, N200, was fired upon by the occupying force. 
They immediately turned and ran at 2 knots from the is- 
land, kind of like scooting really fast while sitting on the 
ground. Eventually three of the hams set up on Barque 
Canada Reef and operated as 1S1DX. 


In 1982, another DXpedition approached the island. peed 
There were six people on a small sailboat carrying a 

stockpile of fuel on its deck for the generators. Four were 7 
hams. This time the outcome was not as fortunate. They 
were hit by artillery sending one of the operators over- 
board and lighting the fuel on fire. The other 5 drifted 11 
days at sea floating on whatever was left of the boat, one 
died of dehydration the day before the survivors were rescued by a passing Japanese freighter which took them to Hong Kong. 
It is an understatement to say it is safe in that region. Notice that the US Navy does regular right of passage trips near all of the 
occupied areas. It is funny but the residents are not very quick to fire upon a missile cruiser. 


Swallow Reef (Malaysia) (9MOW) 

This brings us to Swallow Reef (Pulau Layang-Layang) which is 
administered by Kota Kinbalu, Sabah (Malaysia). The original 
land mass was 16 acres and now, through reclamation, has been 
expanded to 86 acres. It was occupied by the Malaysian Special 
Forces in 1983. Eighteen men built their encampment, literally a 
camp. The only structure was a helipad. A small operations cen- 
ter was built in 1986. In 1989 the government decided to make it 
a resort and built a dive resort on the small plot of land. The reef 
was expanded and a 4600 foot airstrip was added. A maritime 
research lab was opened in 2003. This location is almost wife 
approved! It is the absolute best place to get away from every- 
thing! 


This month an international amateur radio team operated from 
Layang-Layang Island. The 19 person team consisting of YT1AD, 
HL5FUA, K9JM, YT3W, ZL3WW, ZL3WW/YL, K1LZ, K1ZM, 
JT1CO, F6GNZ, PY2XB, KO8SCA, WD5COV, W5XU, VK3FY, 
VK3FN, SV2GWY, 9M6ABZ, 9M6RHM and 9M6ZAE operated 
on 160 - 6m CW, SSB, Digital modes. The total QSOs amassed 
are listed below. 


9MOW Summary 
SSB CW JT65 FT8 


9-Band 
Uniques 


Bs = t > 
ae 
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The History Corner 


Jim McCook sent an email with a link to an archive of Radio Magazine that spans 1921 to 1947. 


http://www.americanradiohistory.com/Radio Magazine Guide.htm 


In the volumes are references to former club members and California DXers in general. 
Otto Miller, XU8MI 


The December 1939 
issue contains an arti- 
cle about U.S. Navy 
Radio Electrician, 

0. C. Miller, XU8MI, Shang- 


Otto Miller, KEENX, 

operating in Shang- > : - i ; hai, China. Transmitter uses 
hai. He worked 75 ea, = “eee hee cae oe 
countries and 33 1 o ——— an 
zones during his ten- 
ure. Also noted was 
the amount of noise in 
Shanghai. It was 
called the “city of 
noises” with 300 un- 
regulated radio stations in a 2 mile by 3 mile area. He ran a pair of 450TLs driven by a 450TL producing 
400 watts input (~ 240 watts output) to an end fed Hertz antenna. His receiver was an RME. Maybe 
Wayne, W6IRD, can enlightened us on this high end receiver. Otto was real DX. He stated that he regu- 
larly hears a flock of W6 and W7 stations. Remember that this was a few years before the US involvement 
in WWII and while Japan occupied China. 


We will have some fun 
reading through these 
magazines as we go 

forward with the his- 

tory corner. If you | 
have any input please 
forward it! 


SERVICE RECORD 


\ _— = If you are or intend to 
' ar Pin be a “ham” — or if 
your work entails radio 
communications — you'll 


like CQ. Subscribe now! 


12 issues . so. $250 "1 
24 issues ... 4.00 
36 issues ........ 5.00 || 


In U. S. A. & Possessions 
Elsewhere $3.50 per year 


“CQ” is sold on newstonds 


CQ-RADIO MAGAZINES, INC. | 
342 MADISON AVE., NEW YORK 17, N. Ys 


Sirs: Here is my () check (or (1) money 


oo a] 7 | we ..se. Send me 
f Wi GUIPER PRU | | eee i ie i a 


HAMMARLUNAD 


424-438 W. 33rd Street, New York Clty, N. Y. 
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TID BITS 
Tribute to David Collingham, K3LP 


An extensive tribute to K3LP on K8CX's Ham Gallery website: 


Flex Radio 6400M Quick Start Guide 


Do you recall the quick start manuals of the 
80s and 90s? No, because there were none. 
They were called manuals. Do you remember 
reading through the manuals of the 60s and 
70s? They were descriptive, and accurate, 
providing the ham that just spent his hard ’ 
earned money easy step by step instructions Rower Cable Ethamat Cable 
on how to set up and operate their new trans- 
ceiver. Do you remember the 200 page Japa- 
nese manuals that had so much information 
in it that you could not absorb it? It was infor- 


mation overload. Fortunately those radios 2 cigs “See Ea 4 
had familiar knobs and switches in the usual | Syymrem ' is e — 
places. 5 : = 


Ever since 2010 you get a cell phone with 
10,000 apps on it and virtually no instruction 
manual. If there was one you would be either 
using it as a coffee coaster or kindling. To- 
day's consumers are thrown into the deep 
end of the pool with no life preserver! The ex- 
cuse given... well today's youth are so tech = 
savvy that they can figure this out by them- Turn on radio Acarrig rong dine heuidctal mma dott aria 
selves. We are just old stupid people. 


Now for your consideration we have the 
FlexRadio 6600M, probably one of the most 
complicated radios in existence. Screens 
upon screens with mystery buttons hidden all 
over the place. Even the knobs are buttons! 
The uninitiated ham opens this lovely box 
and, voila!. they encounter the Quick Start 
Manual. Written so simply that a 2 year old 
could follow it, except, when you finish these 
simple steps you are looking at an unfamiliar 
massively confusing box with the appeal of a 
50’s black metal lunchbox and a touch screen 
with weird stuff on it. Not to worry! All you 
have to do is read the fine print on the bottom 
of the page and all your questions are an- For any additional information on safety and operation please refer to the User Manual on the included CD 
swered! Boy ,| am glad | am a rocket scien- Sedbcenmeaedoen sanskh. Sead lansrmneronteacb use 

tist! Honestly, it is way better than the 
Flex5000a if you can get over the shock! 


W-FlexRadio dca asia rtp es 


Pinch to zoom Double tap to tune 


Multitouch Gestures 
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Useful DX Sites 


NOHR DXpedition Map 
www.n0hr.com/wk34/ 
The DX Zone 
www.dxzone.com/catalog/DX_Resources/ 


The Daily DX 
www.dailydx.com/ 


Announced DX Ops 
www.ng3k.com/misc/adxo.html 


DXing.info 
Iwww.dxing.info/dxpeditions/ 
DX 425 News 
www.425dxn.org/dxped/ 
Dx-info.de 
www.dx-info.de 


DX Italia DX News 
Propagation 


Life as a Bottom Feeder 


How much lower can it get? Well it is 
pretty low at that! In spite of the condi- 
tions there were openings on 10 meters 
in both the ARRL DX SSB Contest and 
the CQ WPX SSB Contests. 15 had 
some openings to Western Europe and, 
interestingly enough, 20 meters opened 
to Europe around 9AM and stayed open 
until 1PM. 


40 meters was pretty light during the CQ 
WPX SSB Contest at the end of the 
month. There were more Europeans on 
at the beginning of the month. There 
were very few Japanese stations on as 
well. Is this an indication of the times? 
Are we getting too old to contest? Maybe 
that is the case. 


Thank goodness for South America and 
the Caribbean. They were everywhere. 
The openings to the Pacific were huge. 
Too bad only 10 stations were active! 


Maybe the fall will bring good news. We 
are heading into the summer and that 
spells less DX. 


Resource Page 


ARRL VE Exam Sessions 


To find an ARRL exam sessions in your area go to the website: 


http://www.arrl.org/find-an-amateur-radio-license-exam-session 


Club and Conduct Sites 


Officer Guidelines 


http://www.scdxc.org/download/Officer_Guidelines.pdf 


DX Code of Conduct 
http://www.dx-code.org/ 
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| Store | Email | Direct, Toll Free | Fox 
Burbank —|bnk@hamradio.com U Bl 1-818-842-1786 S U U Bl 1-818-842-5283 & U 


sd@hamradio.com 


The DX Store 


No BS. Just good old fashioned customer service. 


Heil PRO7 Simply The Best 


Pink 
Blue 


7 : - 
LAGUNA HILLS - CA 92653 
christmas-bellg-hi , cetera con © W6SKS 


Available in Four Colors 


sales@dxstore.com 
www.dxstore.com 


Jerry Lewine — 


1149 Oban Drive 


> ae «ata { 
Los Angeles, Cooney 65 


(818) 451-9967 


Jerry@AgouraPC.com 


; ° 
Electrical Distribution Systems ‘a Tt 
Design & Installation Cc | i j Cc: | y. com 
Urban E. Stiess - W6MPB a The Wireless Communication Warehouse 


CBT, CBNT, CTO 
CSLB# 842820 FCC# PG00010828 


W6MPB@ATT.NET 323-295-5411 


Sales: *Local: (310) 390-8003 *FAX: (310) 390-4393 
Email Support: sales@hamcity.com 


Live Support via Instant Msg *AIM: hamcityim 
*Yahoo hamcityim *MSN: 


